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HEIRLOOM RETURNED

SEE STORY ON PAGE FOUR

REMEMBER

Life is not measured by the number of breaths we take,
But by the moments that take our breath away.

(From a menu in Deadwood, SD)
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Where is Our Hobby Heading

| attend many club meetings and organized
hunts throughout the year in many states. Over the past
few years | have been noticing the groups continue to
get smaller and many of the clubs have fallen.
Membership continues to decline and everyone seems
to be getting older but thi
ago and it really hit me this year at my hunt in
Uniontown, PA in May.

As we stood and watched the hunters in the
field, myself and the wife of a hunter was commenting on
what we thought the hunt would be like in 10 years and it

hit both of wus that in 10 yeg

younger people coming up th
any more hunts. When | got home and sit down | tried to
figureouttheages of hunters | 6ve Kk
several years and | was truly shocked. Many of the

hunters that came to my first hunt 11 years ago are still
coming but they are now 11 years older and some have
even passed away with only a few to take their place

and my hunt wasndét the only

| think this is a wake up call for all treasure
hunters and especially treasure hunting clubs. | know
that it is sometimes impossible to get the younger people
interested in detecting but do we always really take the
time to invite younger people especially our children and
grandchildren to go with us on our next outing. We as
individuals need to take the time to introduce our
younger generation to get involved. The excitement of
their first find will leave a lasting memory in our minds
and joy in our hearts.

On a recent camping trip my two grandsons met
a friend and taught him how to use their detector and
they took turns helping one another and had a contest
who would find the emhawshut c
they had hours of enjoyment and | enjoyed watching.

As clubs | think we need to get out at local
functions such as festivals to draw new people into the
hobby. We as clubs can also go to the local boy scouts,
girl scouts, 4 H club and church youth groups to set up
programs on detecting. 't d
with it is important to get out and do it.

We continue to fight the government on law
changes daily but if we continue to head down the same
path as we are going now we ask our self who are we
fighting for and who will take up the battle down the road
if we don6t get on the stic
FMDAC will offer any help and resources at our disposal

7

Duane Biller
FMDAC Nationad Presidedtt hit

Big Valley Metal

Detectors

8153 Juli Court

me unt il

Citrus Heights, CA 95610-4000

(916) 225-9150
"Site to Site,
Season to Season"

larry@bigvalleymetaldetectors.com

to help set up any programs in your area. Feel free to
contact any officer for help and together we can grow
our hobby.

www.bigvalleymetaldetectors.com
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www, Famousg)reasures,com

Metal Detectors and Accessories
[reasure Hunting Equipment and Supplies
Call Today! 1-B88-788-1819

FMDAC MERCHANDISE

Patches $3.00
406 Stickers
30 Stickers
Lapel / Hat pins $4.00
S&H $1.00
Hats $12
T-shirt s $15

Contact Jill McFeeders
7025 Dover Zoar Rd.
Dover, OH 44622
330 364-1608
jcseeker@core.com

FROM THE VP

Hi all,

| wanted to give you all an update on the
Treasure Week entries. Things are going well. We have
a great number of campsites rented at the Fox Den
Acres Campground and entries are coming in every day.

If you have plans on attending, you might want
to make reservations soon. Also, if you are attending a
club meeting, please notify the members that we have
moved and are now in western PA. | look forward to
seeing everyone in a few weeks.

The original Treasurefest went very well. We
had some rain on Saturday, but it was a great weekend.
The top prize was won by Jeff Beatty from the Lancaster
club.

Ed Burke

Southwestern Chapter

None of our members have reported any
problems to me this quarter. | was asked by a non
FMDAC club to look into metal detecting at Stinson
Beach in California. It is part of the "Golden Gate
National Park" so there is not much we can do unless
the entire metal detecting community petitions the U.S.
Congress and Department of Interior to change the laws.
Sorry but this is not going to happen!!

Our Chapter is working with some other groups
(PLP, GPAA and the new 49'ers) through an email
campaign to convince the State of California to not shut
down dredging on all waterways. This has been an
ongoing issue and for the last 3 years we have been
able to convince the Courts, Governor or their Congress
to not fall for the environmentalist tricks. This all stems
from a few tribal council members from the Indian tribe,
the Karuks, of northern California and their lawsuit.
Dredging the rivers has been proven to be beneficial to
the fishing habitat and good for the economy but they
and their environmentalist lawyers keep thinking up
ways to attack us.

Don Vickers Found a 1827 Large Cent with an
inscription on it
MCH. 220. With only that
help of his wife Becky and a few online friends they
were able to trace the coin to an individual that was
born in 1827 and then track down the individuals Great,
Great, Granddaughter and return the coin to her.

The picture on the cover page feature Karen
Brookey, her daughter and grandchildren and Don
Vickers. Becky and Don drove to Ardmore, OK and
returned the coin to Karen on May 30™ at a small
The Great

presentation at Southwest Historical

Museum.

http://www.dvickers.com/thomas/ . For more views.

Hope to see you at the National Convention in October!
Mike Smith - SW Chapter President
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